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limited means of knowledge. That he has as-
sumed as a fact, that the choice of peace for some
time to come, or of war at the present period, rests
with us ; not adverting to the probability, if Azim
ul Omrah be really disaffected to us, of his here-
after joining Tippoo and the French, and the
equal chance of the Mahrattas being induced,,
when they are able, to unite in the league against
us; scarcely noticing the strong circumstance
that the islands can now afford him no further
aid; passing over the immense benefits that will
be secured by success, and the advantage with
which we shall enter upon a war, having a perfect
knowledge of his country, and possessing a strong
chain of posts on our frontiers, and a fruitful
country in the rear ; and lastly, that the French,
at the conclusion of a peace, will possess the desire
they now feel of subverting our Indian empire,
and that the Sultaun will at tlmt period be fully
prepared to assist their purposes, if he should not
be now arrested in his progress. These, however,
are considerations which belong to your Lord-
ship's better judgment to decide, and I should not
have troubled you with the memorandum if I did
not feel an anxiety that you should be prepared
to meet all the arguments which will be stated
with so much virulence by the opposition at home
against the author of the war, if, unfortunately,
we should be compelled to endure that calamity.

G. H."